CLARE CASTLE PIER AND HARBOUR. 


RETUR N to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 1 December 1882;— -for, 

COPIES “ of Memorial to the Treasury, in July 1881, from Merchants and 
Traders interested in Clare Castle Harbour, calling Attention to the State of 
the River Fergus, and requesting that the Control of the Affairs of the 
Port may be handed over to a Local Board : 

“ Of the Treasury Reply thereto : 

“ Of a Memorial of the Chairman of the Ennis Town Commissioners, of 
August 1881, on the same Subject: 

“ Of Resolutions passed by the above Commissioners on the 3rd day of 
April 1882, as to the Completion of the Works : 

“ And, of Treasury Reply thereto.” 


Treasury Chambers,! 
1 December 1882. J 


LEONARD COURTNEY. 


— No. 


1 . — 


Memorial from Merchants and Traders interested in Clare Castle 
Harbour. 


My Lord, Ennis, 19 July 1881. 

I. We, the undersigned, being deeply interested in the navigation of the 
River Fergus, beg respectfully to solicit your Lordship’s influence in order to 
bring before the proper authority the neglected state of the river for years past, 
owing to the apathy of the Board of Public Works in Ireland, upon whom 
devolves the duty of removing impediments to navigation, and effecting other 
necessary improvements, including the dredging of the bed of the river from 
time to time. 


II. The revenue, as may be seen by reference to a Return furnished to Par- 
liament, being considerably in excess of the annual expenditure for several 
years past, we beg to submit that in future such surplus funds ought to be 
expended in the improvement of the harbour of Clare, as well as the river, and 
that at present immediate steps be taken to widen and deepen those portions of 
the river which impede the progress of vessels of large draught of water, and 
also to dredge and clear away the obstructions wherever such exist, and en- 
danger the safety of vessels, whether lying alongside the quay at Clare or at 
anchor in the river. 

III. That the Board of Public Works being in receipt of the dues on vessels 
arriving in the River Fergus, we cannot apply to any other body to effect im- 
provements which ought to be carried out at the expense of the surplus revenue 
of the port. 

IV. As evidence of the apathy of the Board of Works, and in order to give 
your Lordship an idea of the growing importance of the port of Clare, we beg 
to state that Mr. Carroll, of Ennis, and Messrs. Mclnemey, of Ennis, and 
Mr. O’Brien, of Clare, are now owners of vessels of large tonnage, and a vessel 
of Mr. Carroll’s which is now in theriver cannot come up to the quay owing 
to obstructions in bed of river. 

V. Such impediments to navigation may be removed without much trouble 
and expense, 
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CLARE CASTLE PIER AND HARBOUR. 


RETURN of all Dura received by Ilia Commis- 
sioners of Public Works in Inland on account of 
Clare Castle Pixn and Harbour in tbe Years 
1870, 1880, and 1881, ond of the lixpr.si.mniB 
incurred by that Board during the same Period 
(in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, No. 
200, of Seseion 1870). 


(Mr. Co 
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